Herefordshire Beekeepers’
Association
Newsletter
December 2018
F o r th c o m in g e v e n ts

All w e lc o m e :

February 21st, Evening Meeting 7.30pm, Three Counties Hotel, HR2 7BP.
Thursday 21st March, AGM 7.00pm, Three Counties Hotel, HR2 7BP, followed by
a talk on nucs by Jim Vivian-Griffiths.
March 9th 2019 Beetradex, Stoneleigh Park.

April 12th-14th BBKA Spring Convention, Harper Adams University.

Wishing all our members a Happy Christmas, and best wishes for
a successful season in 2019
I hope we don’t have a winter like
last year!
There will be no newsletter in
January, but items can be sent
through the website for inclusion in
the February edition.

My hives in March 2018

www.herefordshirebeekeepers.org.uk
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Presentation Evening November 20th
Sheep’s Cheese Making
Pauline Healey gave a very interesting and well-presented talk on making
sheep’s cheese. She has a smallholding on the banks of the River Wye at
Ballingham. She was looking for a way generate income for the land and
described how the huge hurdles to overcome to make high quality
unpasteurised sheep’s cheese.
This is much harder than making cheese from cow’s milk in this country, as
there is so little information or help. There are very few makers, but much
interest in from consumer’s to spur you on. The first hurdle was to find
suitable dairy sheep, Friesian Sheep were not easy to buy, as UK sheep
farming is so focused on breeding strains suitable for meat production.
Then the building of a milking parlour and processing equipment which her
husband Mike (beekeeper) showed great ingenuity, using a commercial
mixing bowl and cider barrel to process the milk in.
Then we moved on to the curds and whey, rounds and storage. Also the,
cleaning, testing, regulations and inspections – this is rigorous and took a lot
of time effort and she lost of three full rounds of cheese to the testing
laboratory worth over £300! It makes the beekeepers realise how lucky we
are, with our honey and how light the regulation is in comparison.
Pauline makes cheese for three months a year and the next batch of
Hancock's Meadow Farm cheese with be ready for sale at the end of next
summer.
An interesting aside was despite all the regulations, cleaning and sterilising of
equipment coming out of Brussels. French cheesemakers in the Alps rebelled
against cleaning their wooden cheese moulds using modern chemicals.
Determined their methods, which have been use for hundreds of years were
safe. After a big row, scientific testing and a high profile court case, they won.
Scientists discovered that good bacteria thrived in these moulds which killed
the bad bacteria. Maybe beekeepers should ask the question – Are the
protective properties of propolis reduced by human interventions such as
scorching with a blow torch or certain varroa treatments – Has anyone seen
any research on such matters?
Andy Tatchell

A Friesian sheep

Evening Meeting November 30th
The Importance of Drones by Lynne Ingram
Before Lynne gave her talk, Colin Pavey briefly summarised the situation regarding
the Asian Hornet in the UK. One nest had been located (and destroyed) in 2016, one
in 2017, but four this year, plus a few sightings of individual hornets. The outlook was
rather bleak. He urged vigilance amongst members and recommended the Asian
Hornet Watch app for smart phones. He also reported the recent appointment of a
new seasonal bee inspector for Herefordshire - active next season.
Drones have consistently had a bad press, Shakespeare amongst several others
implying that they were lazy good-for-nothings. In her talk, Lynne Ingram set out to
persuade her audience that drones are much undervalued and are in fact an essential
component of a healthy colony.
If a queen lays a fertilized egg, achieved when she releases sperm from her
spermatotheca, the result will be a (diploid) worker (or queen) - but see below *.
The haploid (i.e. only one set of chromosomes) drones develop from unfertilised eggs
(the queen having decided which sort of egg to lay after measuring the cell she is
about to lay in). They have no father but they do have a grandfather. Drones take
longer than either workers or queens to emerge from their cells. This long period of
development before emergence has its disadvantages as it renders drones
particularly attractive to varroa mites. Interesting recent research by Samuel Ramsey
suggest that the general belief that the mites feed on larval haemolymph is not
correct. He has evidence that instead the mites wedge themselves between the
abdominal plates and then dissolve and feed off the fat bodies.

Drone brood

For the first few days after they have emerged, the drones are fed protein-rich food by
the workers. By the 8th day they are strong enough to fly and after 4 more days they
are sexually mature (all the sperm they are ever going to have already having been
present in the larval stage); their lifespan is normally between 20-40 days. Crucial to
their healthy development is access to incoming pollen and a suitable temperature:
drones (and in particular sperm) are very susceptible to high temperatures during
development. In times of shortage in the colony, drones may be sacrificed, shortening
their lifespan. As winter approaches there comes a point at which they are no longer
valued (they eat a lot) resulting in the so-called massacre of the drones when the
workers use all kinds of unpleasant behaviours to ensure that they are ejected from
the hive.
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Drones present in the spring and summer is an indication of a healthy well fed
colony. Drone brood only appears once a colony has built up to 4000-5000
workers and typically makes up 13-17% of the colony. If drone brood is
removed, it is rapidly replaced. The ratio is roughly 1 queen to 1000-2000
drones.
The structure of drones is markedly different from that of the queen and
workers. In their heads, they have huge eyes and an additional segment on
their antennae which can pick up pheromone signals. Both are designed to
improve their chances of detecting a queen. Their thorax is massive with very
well developed muscles. When they prepare to fly they can develop for a brief
period an unusually high temperature (also useful for warming the colony).
Clearly, their abdomens containing the testes, seminal vesicles and
endophallus are totally different to those of workers and queen.
Stephen Walter

4

Bo b ’s Be e lin e s

There is not much that can be done with the bees at the moment, but if
you intend to treat with Apibioxal this year we can supply small
quantities which may be trickled (5ml/ seam of bees). It is best to wait
until nearer the shortest day and choose a day when the temperature is
over 4 °C.
Now is the time to take stock of equipment ready to order any needed
for the new season and repair any needing attention.

That's all for now see you in the new year, Merry Christmas to all.
Bob and Kath Cross
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Membership renewals
Membership renewals will be due on January 1st 2018. Full
membership is needed if you already have bees, and you should
estimate the maximum number of colonies you will have in the
summer. Bee Disease Insurance cannot be upgraded during the
season to take account of increased numbers. We also offer Junior,
Associate and Partner membership which will be renewable on the
website. Full membership entitles you to membership of the British
Beekeepers Association (BBKA) and you will receive their monthly
newsletter by post.
Please send any membership queries to our membership secretary,
Steve Utley at membership@herefordshirebeekeepers.org.uk

If foul brood is suspected, contact our RBI, Colin Pavey email
colin.pavey@apha.gsi.gov.uk. Phone 07775 119471
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