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F o r th c o m in g e v e n ts

All w e lc o m e :

Saturday October 13th all day HBKA Honey Show, Hellens Manor, Much Marcle,
HR8 2LY
Sunday October 14th all day, The Big Apple, Hellens Manor.
Tuesday October 30th, 7.30pm Three Counties Hotel, Lynne Ingram on “The life of
drones”.
Friday 9th November, 7.30pm, East LAN End of Season Dinner, The Plough, Stoke
Lacy. To book email Sue Garrett on east@herefordshirebeekeepers.org.uk

HBKA Honey Show
This year the honey show will again be staged during the Big Apple event at
Hellens Manor . Please bring your entries in good time. They may be staged on
Friday October 12th from 4 pm – 6 pm, or on Saturday October 13th from 8.30 am
- 9.45 am. Entry to the site is free at those times, but if you come along later
there will be a £2 entry fee. Normal entry fees will apply if you wish to tour the
house. For the schedule see www.herefordshirebeekeepers.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2018/07/HBKA-ANNUAL-HONEY-SHOW-SCHEDULE-2018.pdf
Judging will start at 10.00 am on October 13th. Exhibits may be removed from the
displays between 5 and 6 pm on the 13th, or may be collected on Sunday 14th.
The schedule is on the HBKA website. If you are unable to come to collect your
entries please let Andy know and he will take them home for you to collect at a
later date. Please contact your LAN co-ordinator if you have entries but are
unable to bring them along.
Anyone entering at least one class in the honey show will be eligible to sell
honey or other products of the hive, so if you have a surplus, do bring some
along. We will be selling honey for £6/lb, 12oz £4, 8oz £3. Honey should be
correctly labelled and a taster pot supplied; the Association will deduct a 10%
commission to help cover the cost of the event. Please bring a list of any honey
or other items that you bring for sale.
www.herefordshirebeekeepers.org.uk
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Lynne Ingram, Master Beekeeper, will be talking about the
Life of Drones at 7.30pm at the Three Counties Hotel on
October 30th
Drones are the male bees which develop from unfertilized eggs.
They do not gather nectar or pollen, and they cannot secrete wax
or sting. They feed by helping themselves to honey stores
The drone’s main purpose in life is to mate with a virgin queen,
but drones are more important to the well being of the colony than
many beekeepers believe. The genetic diversity that multiple
matings bring to the colony helps to aid colony survival, and bring
a degree of resilience to the colony. The workers can be thought
of as super sisters as they share a single mother but different
fathers.
Come along to the Three Counties Hotel on October 30th to hear
more about this fascinating topic. All welcome.
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HBKA East LAN meeting
30th August 2018 at Bannut Tree cottage, courtesy of Ginny Holly
It can be tempting, especially for a beginner, to keep opening up the hive to see how the
bees are getting on, but such unnecessary disturbance has been compared to pulling
up a plant to check its roots. At our meeting we saw that bees could survive well with
minimum interference, but a little TLC can help.
Looking though the two hives we found it helped to scrape off some of the brace comb
which inevitably builds up, and spotted a couple of empty queen cells, suggesting that at
some point during the season they had swarmed. There was much discussion about
how to make best use of a super which still had some stores in it, and one possibility
suggested was to put it back on once varroa treatment had been
completed.
We took the opportunity to change one of the floors, and it was a
delight to see the bees walking up into their newly re-floored home.
Afterwards Bob Cross reminded us of the options for feeding syrup
at this time of year and showed us a frame feeder, a Miller feeder, a
contact feeder (go for the ones with the wider mesh) and a rapid
feeder. Bob’s answer to the problem of bees drowning in the rapid
feeder was to stretch an old piece of stocking over the central cone
and pierce the top. This gives the bees something to cling on to as
they climb back up. (As I do not wear stockings I have tried this
using the netting that you get oranges in, with similar success).
We adjourned to tea and cakes with the marvellous view across to
the Malvern Hills. Discussion ranged across many subjects. Did you know that
according to Sir George Cornewall Lewis (2nd Bart)‘s 1839 ‘Glossary of Provincial Words
used in Herefordshire and some of the Adjoining Counties’ a “bannut tree” is a walnut
tree bearing small fruit?
Roger Gill

Miller Feeder

Frame Feeder

A handy use for
old tights
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Two beekeepers, three opinions?
Beekeepers’ ‘Question Time’ at Stoke Lacy Village Hall, 27th September
2018, East LAN
One of the first things I learned when I first started learning about beekeeping
is that if you have two beekeepers then you will have a minimum of three
opinions.
Thus it was a little surprising to find so much agreement in the advice proffered
from the panel answering questions at ELAN’s ‘Question Time’ meeting. The
panel included three of the usual suspects for the East LAN, Bob Cross, Dave
Garret and Dave Sutton, joined by seasoned hand Bob Mendy, who with his
wife, Pam, runs Hill House Farm Apiaries.
Wax moth was first on the agenda. We were advised that the best defence is a
good strong hive, and that wax moth larvae prefer the detritus of bee pupae
cocoons to plain wax. Certan or Dipel DF can be used to protect stored frames,
but air and light also deter wax moths, and putting frames in the freezer
overnight before storage should kill the eggs. Some consider that wax moth
can do a useful job helping clean up a hive. A helpful tip is that sharply tapping
the side of a frame repeatedly with a hive tool will encourage any wax moth
larvae to emerge and then they can be squished.
Asian hornet was discussed and updates on the latest findings in Hampshire
related. We were encouraged to maintain a watchful eye out and report any
suspect findings immediately. With discussion about hornet traps and wasp
traps, the topic was expanded to consider that wasps get a bad name, whereas
they do a very good job in the garden. Robin Edwards’ book ‘Social Wasps:
Their Biology and Control’ was recommended reading.
Varroa was the subject of most discussion during the evening, starting with a
question as to whether thymol treatment could put a queen off laying. This was
thought possible, but not certain. Whether to feed before, after or during
treatment was discussed, with varying opinions heard. Insulation of
overwintering hives became the subject of some heated discussion. The
potential emergence of varroa resistant, or at least tolerant, bees was thought
not to be imminent. The various treatments recommended, or available or
licensed were deliberated. A good guide to what can or should be used can be
found in a leaflet about varroa management available free on the NBU website
and which was updated in June 2018:
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=16.
Dave Sutton reminded us that the use of unlicensed treatments was not only
inadvisable, but also illegal and if discovered during a routine check of honey
samples could lead to onerous penalties.
Over tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits the chat continued before we wended our
way out into the dark and home.
Roger Gill
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Asian Hornet Update
September has been a busy month for National Bee Unit teams in dealing with Asian Hornet
findings. Just to remind you, we had a confirmed sighting and nest destructions; 2016 in
Tetbury, Gloucestershire and 2017 in Woolacombe, Devon.
2018 shows that there is increasing invasive pressure from the Asian Hornet’s ‘new’ territory
in France.
Bury, Lancashire – confirmed 13 April 2018 – a single hornet sighted and confirmed by
photograph. Despite extensive searches in Bury and Lincolnshire (where the cauliflower on
which the hornet was found on came from) no other hornets traced or reported
Fowey, Cornwall – confirmed 3rd September 2018.The first confirmed sighting this side of
summer was in Fowey, the nest was found and destroyed.
Liskeard, Cornwall – confirmed 7th September 2018 – a single dead hornet found, no other
hornets seen
Hull, Yorkshire – confirmed 9 September 2018 - single dead hornet
Fowey, Cornwall – confirmed 20th September 2018 – nest found and destroyed
New Alresford, Hampshire – confirmed 24 September 2018 - nest destroyed
Brockenhurst, Hampshire – confirmed 26 September 2018 - nest destroyed
Where a report is confirmed, the area is searched extensively, traps are set and monitored to
ensure any nest is detected. If a nest is destroyed, an inspector presence is maintained in
the area, to ensure no other nests are missed.
More information can be found on the BeeBase ‘news’ pages for 2018.
I think the increased frequency of confirmed sightings and the rate of nest destructions shows
that beekeepers and the public are being pretty observant and that experience helps a lot;
once reports are made, so far, so good, nests are being found pretty quickly.
Please be vigilant and let’s hope none slip the net!
Colin Pavey

At the nest entrance

Courtesy The Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA), Crown Copyright
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Bo b ’s Be e lin e s

Autumn is upon us now, you should have finished your Varroa
treatment by now.
I hope you are feeding your bees as there are report of some strong
colonies being short of stores.
The weather is very mild and warm in the daytime,a lot of wild flowers
are still in flower so hopefully giving a little nectar and pollen
The ivy will be out soon so there will be pollen and nectar, the nectar
is OK but not a lot of good for the bees to store for the winter as they
have to find water to dissolve the stored nectar.
Wax moth has been a problem this year, they like to get on the Varroa
tray so check the tray every 3 to 4 weeks and keep it clean.
That's all for now
Bob and Kath Cross.

PS

We have syrup in stock.

Please ring if you need some 01886880554.
The beekeeping season is over for another year, so now is the
time to think about some studying during the long winter
evenings. The BBKA Modules are well worth attempting if you are
interested in improving your knowledge, or there is a wealth of
online resource. The National Honey Show has videos of some of
their past lectures, and they make very good viewing. HBKA has
a range of books and DVDs in the library, including the Yates
Study Guides. A list of titles in the library can be found on our
website. www.herefordshirebeekeepers.org.uk/53-2/. Contact
Steve Utley (our membership secretary) if you would like to
borrow a book.
Mary Walter
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Michaelmas daisies
can really brighten up
the garden a this time
of year, as well as
providing a late source
of pollen and nectar for
our insects. They
come in a range of
height and vibrant
colours and are easy
to propagate from
divisions. They seem
to do well in our heavy
soil, and do not object
to winter wet.

If foul brood is suspected, contact our RBI, Colin Pavey email
colin.pavey@apha.gsi.gov.uk.
A Message from the BBKA:
CO M M IT T E E M E M BE R S :
Chairman

Andy Tatchell

Vice Chairman

Debbie Smith

Secretary

VACANCY

Treasurer

John Robinson

The public and beekeepers across the country are
keen to know the facts about this year’s honey
crop. Was it a bumper year everywhere? Last year
the average beekeeper had 24lbs or 11 kilos of
honey per colony.
We are also keen to measure levels of concern
among the beekeeping community about the Asian
Hornet.

Co mmittee

Both these subjects are included in this year’s
annual Honey Survey and we are hoping you could
invite your members to take part.

Robert Cross
Mike Healey
Mary Walter
Nicola Percival

The Asian Hornet is a something which concerns
us all so we very much hope, with this in mind
especially, you might encourage your members to
take part.

LA N CO -O RDIIN A TO RS
South LAN:
Val Lilwall
North LAN:
Mary Walter
East LAN:
Sue Garrett

The survey is online, and takes no more than 10
minutes to complete. Just copy this link into your
browser:

Membership Sec. Steve Utley

www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=153557070

Registered Charity No:1174917
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