Herefordshire Beekeepers’
Association
Newsletter
August 2018
F o r th c o m in g e v e n ts

All w e lc o m e :
Thursday August 2nd 6.30pm North LAN Meeting, Throne Farm, Woebley, HR4
8TE
Saturday August 4th 2-5pm Wax workshop, Ballingham Village Hall
Tuesday August 7th 6.30pm Varroa treatment, Stone House Farm, WR13 5JN
Saturday August 11th Honey Extraction, Stone House Farm, WR13 5JN
Tuesday August 14th 6.30pm South LAN Meeting, Holme Lacy, Varroa
treatment
August 18th-19th Bee Festival, Hampton Court, Bodenham.
Saturday August 25th Honey Extraction, Stone House Farm, WR13 5JN
Tuesday August 28th 6.30pm South LAN Meeting, Holme Lacy, Feeding
Thursday August 30th 6.30pm East LAN Meeting, Stanford Bishop, WR6 5UA,
Feeding and closing for the winter.

Its that time of year again- the HBKA Honey show is
coming up in October. The schedule is now on our
website. See www.herefordshirebeekeepers.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2018/07/HBKA-ANNUAL-HONEY-SHOWSCHEDULE-2018.pdf
Extraction equipment is available to borrow. Please contact
your LAN co-ordinator if you wish to use an Association
extractor. Co-ordinators can be contacted by email
through the website.
A fabulous display at the
Welsh Beekeepers show.

www.herefordshirebeekeepers.org.uk
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The Association has for a long time maintained the observation hive at
Hereford City Museum. Unfortunately due to building work the
museum has been closed on and off for a couple of years. Repairs are
now complete and the observation hive was installed last Wednesday.
Andy asked the Cub Apiary meeting attendees to help clean and
prepare the hive and install the colony.
They had selected a second year queen the week before.
They moved the brood box on Tuesday morning, to bleed off the flying
bees, back to the supers on the original stand
At the meeting on Tuesday evening the queen was found and two
suitable brood frames with brood in all stages and pollen, and a super
with honey.
These were put in the observation hive and taken home, left in the
case strapped in, with plenty of ventilation over night.
The brood chamber was then re-united with the supers on the original
stand to re-queen.
The next morning at 9.00 am the hive was taken to the Museum and
installed.
The Museum re-opened on August 1st.

The observation hive in situ, with perspex tube entrance
allowing the bees access to outside.
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Learn to use BEESWAX
Come and join the 2 Julie’s for an insight into beeswax
and
what you can create, you will take away some lovely
creations.
At Ballingham village hall from 2pm until 5pm on

Saturday 4th August

Please contact Val on 077756 11128 to book your place
Numbers are limited.
Cost £10 per person which also includes refreshments.
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Apologies to Roger, Martin and Marlene for missing this report last month.
HBKA ELAN meeting – the June Gap
21 June 2018 at Panks Bridge Farm, by kind permission of Marlene and
Martin Hewitt
With EFB known to be in east Herefordshire, no risks were to be taken, so
Marlene had organised for us to be able to disinfect our boots and gloves
Before we got to the main hives we opened up a bait hive which had caught a
swarm on 20th May. This was the first inspection in a while. Brood was to be seen
and plenty of food.
We learned that in the first main hive the queen had stopped laying in March, but
had started again in mid May and a super had been added in
mid June. We opened the hive to see they had been slow to
draw new foundation, there was brood to be seen, but no
stores, so Bob suggested feeding four pints of syrup fairly soon.
Next we were to look in a nuc which had had two queen cells
and a frame of brood and food put in on 13th May. We opened it
to find a few dead bees above the board but none inside and
concluded that they had probably run out of food.
The second main hive had swarmed early in May and again on
31st May. 50lbs of honey had been taken off and three supers
put back. We lifted off the supers, which were very light and
found some hatched queen cells in the brood box, some brood,
but no food. We shook off the bees from the frames in the
supers and removed the supers. Feeding ASAP was the recommendation.
We were warned that the last hive was prolific but nasty. It had already delivered
70 lbs honey. Three wet supers had been put back and a fourth added. All four
lifted off very easily and we got to a brood box which was positively brimming with
bees. Eight frames of brood in various stages, some with some drone brood, but
no stores to be spotted anywhere. Fondant was added straight away with the
suggestion of more feeding to follow.
Martin was waiting for us back in
the kitchen, teapot in hand and a
fine array of cakes on the table. We
discussed the way the weather this
year had led to abnormal forage
availability, accentuating the June
gap phenomenon which we had
seen demonstrated in our
inspection. Naturally the EFB
outbreak was discussed – some of
us had been inspected, but so far
none of our bees had been found
to be suffering from the disease.
Roger Gill
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Apologies to Roger and Bob for missing this report last month.
Bob’s Bee Day 23rd June
I have been gently enticing a friend to take up beekeeping. I have
shown him my bees, he has read the books, but he needed to see the
real thing.
I brought him along to Bob’s bee day. As we joined the throng and
went round the hives my friend recognised much of what was going on
from his reading of the theory. Once we got back to the house and saw
Bob’s display of all the kit (ancient and modern), the skeps, the
observation hive, the examples of different frames and material, he
was entranced. I noticed him reading the flyer for the HBKA, even
though he is from just over the border in Worcestershire (I have lost
count how many different beekeeping associations there are in that
county).
I think we have a convert to beekeeping, and who knows, next year we
might even have a new member.
So thank to Bob and to Kath for all their efforts – the results were
impressive. If next year you have someone toying with the idea of
taking up beekeeping, watch out for Bob’s next Bee Day. It is very
persuasive.
Roger Gill
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HBKA ELAN meeting
3rd July 2018 at Stone House, Cradley, by kind permission of Kath and Bob
Cross.
Was it worth missing the England – Colombia match? Around 16 of us (including
visitors from other LANs) thought so and we were well rewarded.
After paddling through the disinfectant (EFB found within 3km so need to be
careful) we went to look at the hives Bob had set up for us earlier in the year.
Under expert guidance from, amongst others, Bob, Dave Sutton, Dave Garret,
Sue Garret and Fi Mckinley, we went through the hives looking for queens,
looking for queen cells, checking for stores and room to lay, examining a recent
swarm.
Three highlights stand out:
Pagden
We carried out a Pagden method of
swarm control moving one frame with
the queen but no brood and no queen
cells from the old hive to a new hive
with undrawn foundation, moved the
old hive to one side and put the new
hive in the old hive’s place.
Pagden in progress

Flow hive The Langstroth hive that Bob had been
bringing on was found to be full of stores and with a
conventional super filling rapidly. We put the flow hive
super in between the brood box and the existing super.
Bees walking
into their new hive

Flow hive

Skep to hive
A little earlier Bob had caught a
swarm and had it in a skep. We were shown the classic
transfer as he laid a blanket in front of the destination hive,
emptied the skep onto the blanket, and we watched as the
bees walked their way up into their new home, with the help of
a little smoke and with their own girls guiding with their
Nasonov glands.
Tea and cakes in the marquee afterwards was a chance to
catch up with the latest gossip.
Roger Gill
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HBKA ELAN meeting - No room at the inn
3rd July 2018 at Kendal, Edwyn Ralph,
by kind permission of John Stone and his wife.
A bumper summer for forage has left some hives with little room for brood,
as we were to see.
Hive 1
The discovery of evidence of wax moth prompted the recommendation
that we replace brood box frames every three year, preferably in rotation.
In this hive we found the queen, but few eggs because of lack of space left
to lay. Bob Cross suggested adding another brood box on top to take the
excess, but as a temporary expedient, Dave Sutton showed us how to
scrape the frames containing stores, (breaking cell walls as well as
cappings), to encourage the bees to take the honey out and put it up in the
super, freeing up space to lay. As there was no beespace between the
brood box and the super, it was suggested inserting a mini eke made of
8mm strip.
Hive 2
Similar lack of laying space prompted further discussions about frame
replacement. Old frames have a build-up of pupae cases and other
detritus which are liable to harbour disease. A good idea is to label the
tops of the frames with the year they were first introduced. In this hive a
mix of DN4 (Hoffman self-spacing) and SN4 (standard) frame had led to
problems for the frames getting jammed together. It was also suggested
adding an open mesh floor might allow a little more airflow.
Hive 3
Again packed with store, both pollen and honey. Dave Sutton gave us a
quick tip to indicate whether what was in the cells was honey or sugar
syrup. If you drop a teaspoon of it into a glass of cold water, sugar syrup
will tend to dissipate whereas honey will tend to
stay together.
Hive 4 – a nucleus
This contained a swarm from a couple of months
previously and was made up of two brood box
nucs, separated by a queen excluder. We
removed the queen excluder. Because of the
dimension of the boxes brace comb had built up
on both the sides and the bottoms of the frames.
As we adjourned to enjoy the Stone’s hospitality,
we discussed the good honey crop this year and
the optimum time to extract. Bob tried to put us
off our tea by exhibiting a ‘spent’ drone he had
found near one of his apiaries
Roger Gill

No room to lay
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South LAN Meeting July 24th
An excellent evening led by Andy Tatchell at the South LAN meeting. Andy had
devised a quiz which everyone was given and asked to jot down an answer to
each question. Andy then went around the group to ask for all answers - as we
know there is never ever one as far as beekeepers are concerned, and it was
interesting to hear of the varying experiences from members present. Andy had
brought with him various pieces of equipment that he uses during extracting
honey.
How do you remove supers from your hives - many answers ensued; clearing
board, porter bee escapes, blower, rhombus, fume board, shake and brush. The
pros and cons of each method were discussed, it was generally agreed that if you
use a clearer board it is best to have an eke underneath it, bees need to be flying.
If storing supers before extraction, store in a warm environment to keep liquid
(extract immediately if OSR honey).
Uncapping method: Fork, hot air gun, knife, the uncapping fork from Abelo is
good, the benefits/disadvantages of each method
Put uncapped supers straight into extractor, if stored you are likely to cause a
robbing frenzy!
Extracting method -4 x frame extractor, electric and manual; 9 x electric radial.
Radial extraction, frames do not need turning, tangential - need to turn the frames,
and start off slowly.
Honey needs to be filtered out of the extractor into a honey bucket. Stainless steel
sieves are possibly best as they sit flat on the bucket.
Store honey at constant temperature.
How do you filter and jar- from honey tank. The bucket should be in a warming
cabinet until liquid, the temperature will depend on the type of honey. A stainless
steel tap is much better than a rubber one. A set is scales can be positioned
below the tap with the jar on top to receive honey. If not using scales the best
guesstimate for the correct weight is that you shouldn’t see light between the
honey and the lid.
Hydroscopic. If honey is left open on a humid day it will gain water. Use a
refractometer to measure the water content of the honey. Honey should have a
water content of less than 20%, ideally below 18% to avoid fermentation,
especially with set honey. Use as little water as possible in extraction process.
How to stop the kitchen from getting too sticky - wipe up as you go along, keep
everything clean and tidy. Deal with all spillages immediately. Remember to
change your shoes Before going out of the room!Everyone had a thoroughly
enjoyable time and then went out into the apiary to place clearing boards on
various hives and placing full frames on top of an eke. The supers to then be
removed for extraction, once the bees have been cleared.
Val Lilwall
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Bo b ’s Be e lin e s
Weather has been very hot and dry for July,the season is
over in this part of the country. The honey crop is
good,considering the weather.
Beware of wasps and robbing by other bees,and make
sure the bees have enough stores, or give them a feed of
syrup.
August is the month to treat for varroa you can use
Apiguard/Apilife var, after you have taken your honey off.
We have treatment in stock.
HONEY EXTRACTING DAYS
11th August and 25th August both on Saturdays at Stone
House, WR13 5JN.
Please see the website for details, all are welcome.
PLEASE ring 01886880554 to book a place.
That's all for now
Bob and Kath Cross

Thank you for
this lovely
photo from
Roger’s partner
Kirsten
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HBKA Garden Party
July 22nd
Plenty of cake and chat on a lovely
sunny afternoon! Followed by a
quick visit to the bees.

North LAN Meeting Throne Farm, July
We had a pleasant evening looking through the two Association
colonies, followed by a discussion on varroa control. Rihard favours
maqs strips, which are probably more suited to his langstroth hives
than to the smaller nationals. I usually use apiguard or apivar life at
this time of year, followed by oxalic acid in the winter. Rihard has
bought a vapourizer for use with oxalic acid, it will be interesting to see
how it works. Whichever treatment method is used it is important to
follow the instructions, maximum ventilation for the maqs, hive
entrances reduced and mesh floors closed for thymol treatments.
Mary Walter
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Topical Tip

Himalayan Balsam
An invasive species which is not welcomed by
landowners and the river boards, but it does
provide a valuable source of nectar for
honeybees and other insects.

Once supers have been
extracted, it is a good idea to
put them back on the bees to be
cleaned out. If placed above an
open crown board the bees will
quickly clean the combs which
can then be stored dry for
winter. If you do this it is best to
put the boxes back on the hives
they came from, at dusk, to
avoid problems with robbers
and wasps.

If foul brood is suspected, contact our RBI, Colin Pavey email
colin.pavey@apha.gsi.gov.uk. At present, we do not have a local SBI.

CO M M IT T E E M E M BE R S :
Chairman

Andy Tatchell

Vice Chairman

Debbie Smith

Secretary

VACANCY

Treasurer

John Robinson

Membership Sec. Steve Utley
Co mmittee

Robert Cross
Mike Healey
Mary Walter
Nicola Percival

LA N CO -O RDIIN A TO RS
South LAN:
Val Lilwall
North LAN:
Mary Walter
East LAN:
Fiona McKinley

Has anyone access to an Ifor Williams flat bed
trailer we could use to transport a small
container (4m x 2m) from Cradley to Woebley?
Please contact Mary if you can help.
Bee Festival Hampton Court, Bodenham
August 18th-19th
In celebration of National Honey Bee Day, come
and enjoy a weekend filled with everything bees!
There will be talks, stalls and food all in
collaboration with local associations, beekeepers
and producers. Also look out for the bees as you
wander around the gardens here at Hampton Court
Castle!
The gardens, castle tours and Orangery Cafe will
be open as usual. Normal admission prices apply.

Registered Charity No:1174917
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