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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Thursday 17 November - East LAN Brains Trust 
Evening - Bishops Frome Village Hall, WR6 5AZ  
 
Thursday 24 November - tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ŜǾŜ-
ning - Three Counties Hotel, Hereford, HR2 7BP  
 
Tuesday 6 December - North LAN Wine & Mince 
Pies Evening - Millcroft Farm, HR1 3LA 
 
Tuesday 7 February - East LAN meeting - Justus 
Klaar talk on The Asian Hornet - Stanford Bishop 
Village Hall, WR6 5TT 
 
Thursday 16 February 2017 - HBKA Evening 
Meeting TBA, Three Counties Hotel, Hereford, 
HR2 7BP  
 
Thursday 16 March 2017 - HBKA AGM - Three 
Counties Hotel, Hereford, HR2 7BP  

 

No warmth, no cheerfulness, no healthful ease,  

No comfortable feel in any member ð  

No shade, no shine, no butterflies, no bees,  

No fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds ð 

NOVEMBER !                        
Thomas Hood (1799 -1845) 
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LAN REPORTS  

EAST LAN END-OF-SEASON DINNER - SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER 
 
On the evening of Saturday 29 October, 30 plus members of HBKA's East LAN gathered in the mews of The Fal-
con Hotel, Bromyard for their annual End-of-Season/Christmas Dinner. In spite of the famously interesting re-
ports about The Falcon on such eminent websites as Tripadvisor, our meal was very good - choice of turkey or 
beef with a wide range of accompanying vegetables and a choice of three different puddings plus coffee.  
 
After the nosh, Dave Sutton provided an absorbing diversion in the shape of two slide shows.  
 
The first was about aspects of beekeeping in Herefordshire at the turn of the last century (i.e. 1900ish) and 
consisted of a selection of old lantern slides that Dave had managed to convert to digital in order to preserve 
them. They showed a really interesting variety of beekeeping activities and beekeepers, many of whom were 

female and working with-
out veils or bee suits - 
emancipation and bravery 
in equal proportions 
clearly evident here. 
 
The second was of bee-
keeping in Slovenia reveal-
ing a fairy-tale landscape 
dotted with colourful 
sheds which, on closer in-
spection, turned out to be 
homes for numerous hives 
of bees. The beautiful tra-
ditional artwork on the 
sheds and hives had a 
practical application in 

that the colours helped the returning foraging bees to home in on their own particular hives; but it also showed 
that beekeeping was much more deeply ingrained in Slovenian culture than it is in our own. 
 
And then the pictures faded, the lights went up and we all gradually dispersed homewards having marked the 
end of yet another beekeeping season. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has supported our apiary meetings this year, in particular to those who have gener-
ously volunteered to host them. And of course, what would we do without the friendly guidance of Dave Sut-
ton and Bob Cross whose vast combined knowledge is always so generously shared with us mere mortals. 
 
What will next season bring? Mmm, ǿŜƭƭ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ - ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ .ǳȊȊǿƻǊŘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ 
one possibility.....!! 

C.S. 
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EVENTS  

òWONDERFUL THINGS ABOUT BEESó 

A talk by PROFESSOR ROBERT PICKARD 
Emeritus Professor of Neurobiology, Cardiff University 

Robert gave a highly erudite and wide ranging talk ranging from the start of the universe (the Big Bang) 
to modern times, and gave his insight into the parallels and divergence of human and honeybee society. 

Bees evolved in Africa, the social condition becoming established 30 million years ago with the develop-
ment of sterile workers and an egg laying queen, which, together with the male drones, form the 
"superorganism". Apart from man, they are the only animals able to navigate and give directions to 
their colleagues. The earliest race of honeybee,  Apis mellifera capensis, from South Africa is the only 
honeybee capable of re-queening the colony from a worker.  

The movement of tectonic plates, the growth of mountain ranges, and the advance of ice during the last 
ice age caused the separation of the original honeybee populations and the evolution of various distinct 
races, which have different dance languages and adaptations to their environment.  

Flowers were originally wind-pollinated, but the flowering plants evolved in conjunction with their polli-
nators. The colours and shapes of the flowers were adapted to the particular pollinator targeted; for in-
stance, the foxglove is adapted so as to be pollinated by the bumble bee Bombus terrestris, which is the 
right size and shape to access the anthers and nectaries. Interestingly,  the bee orchid is pollinated by 
male bees which mistake it for a female bee and try to mate with the flower (although in this country it 
is self pollinated). Plants communicate with their pollinators, not only with shape and colour, but also 
with scent. 

Bees adjust their population to circumstances and the available food supply, unlike man who is rapidly outgrowing global 
resources. This propensity can be used by the beekeeper who can artifi-
cially influence the population in a hive; for instance, when rearing 
queens, the flying bees can be bled off to leave a population of young 
bees with well-developed hypopharyngeal glands to nurture the develop-
ing queens. Virgin queens make a piping noise to indicate their presence 
to the workers and other queens. This noise can be mimicked by the 
Deaths Head hawk moth (Acherontia) which is then allowed to access the 
hive to rob the nectar.  

After swarming, the first queen to emerge systematically goes around the 
nest, hugs each queen cell she finds, bites a hole in its side and stings her 
rival to death. The workers remove the dead queen and dispose of the 
body. This is not always permitted;  a large colony may allow several vir-
gins to survive which either leave together or in separate castes. 

Prof. Pickard (facing ) 
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Experiments with virgin queens and drone congregation areas have shown that the queens mate with up to 17 drones, 20- 
30m in the air, usually 2-3 miles away from the colony so as to avoid in-breeding. Mating did not occur in a large glasshouse 
but only in the open, and the drone congregation areas are normally in the same place every year. When an artificial queen 
covered with queen pheromone was presented to the drones they tried to mate with her, became covered in pheromone 
themselves and were in turn pursued by a comet of other drones! 

When NASA  asked him, Robert correctly predicted that honeybees taken into space would be unable or unwilling to fly; the 
gravitational sensors on the head need to be stimulated so that the bee knows which way up it is and which direction to aim 
for. The dance language of the bee can be replicated by a rotor bee, but to be effective this also needs to offer nectar so that 
the bees know which flowers they are looking for. 

Unlike man, bees do not have a sense of their own mortality. The universe does not recognise human values but we are able 
to do so.  

"Thinking makes it so" (Hamlet). 

 

Mary Walter provided this excellent summary of a very well-attended and absorbing  talk from notes kindly taken by Len 
Dixon - thanks to both of them for helping to commemorate an evening that all those who were present will remember for a 
very long time. (Ed.) 

After the talk - lots to discuss! 
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EAST LAN BRAINS TRUST EVENING  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

Thursday 17 November at Bishops Frome Village  Centre, WR6 5AZ at 7.30 pm 

A great opportunity to reflect on the highs and lows of the last 7 or 8 months 
beekeeping. Come along and have a shout or a grumble! Bring loads of ques-
tions for our team of Brains (Dave Sutton, Bob Cross and Dave Garrett) 
whose combined knowledge and experience easily stretches from here to the 
moon and back (well, nearly)! Tea, ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƛōōƭŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΧ... 

N.B. The amount of nibbles will be dependant on contributions gratefully received on the night! 

 

HBKA PRESIDENTõS CHOICE EVENING 

òCider Making at Woodredding Farmó ð an illustrated 

talk by Brian Robbins  
Thursday 24 November - Three Counties Hotel, Hereford,  HR2 7BP - 7.30pm 

A dip into Herefordshire cider-making history.  Local, small scale 
cider-making is enjoying something of a boom currently ς and jus-
tifiably so. LǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŀǊǾŜƭƻǳǎ ŎǊŀŦǘ.  Ci-
der making has been part of Woodredding Farm, Much Marcle for 
more than 200 years but, like many old crafts, it fell into decline 
until Brian revived it in 2007.  ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΩǎ ƻƭŘ, tradi-
tional equipment, good Herefordshire cider fruit, enthusiasm and 
hard work, Brian and his wife have built a reputation to be proud 
of.  Do come along and enjoy an enlightening evening ς there 
might even be a tasting at the end! 

.... !b5 b9·¢ ahb¢I Χ. 

NORTH LAN WINE & MINCE PIES EVENING  

Millcroft  Farm, Bodenham, HR1 3LA 

Tuesday 6 December at 6.00 pm 

Come and have a pre-Christmas chat by kind invitation of Tony & Babs Mitcheson.  
Everyone welcome. 
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NEWS & FEATURES  

 

A WINTERõS TALE by Celia Davis 

As you are tucking into your turkey and Christmas 
pud this year, stop to think for a moment about 
the bees in your hives. In the middle of winter we 
tend to forget about them, but those bees are 
the most important group of bees that will ever 
live in your apiary and on them depends the exis-
tence of the colonies and the success, or other-
wise, ƻŦ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ōŜŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ.  

In late summer and autumn the queen continues 
to lay, although at a reduced rate. The bees that 
develop from these eggs will have a lower meta-
bolic rate and little work to do as there are fewer 
larvae to feed and the available forage is meagre.  

!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ΨȅƻǳƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
follow the normal pattern of development and 

aging which we see throughout the summer, when approximately 3 week old bees graduate from in-hive duties 
to foraging and, as a result, age and die in about 2ς3 weeks.  

It is important to realize that the aging process in a bee switches when that bee becomes a forager. At that 
point in its life, a number of changes take place: its protein levels drop, its Juvenile Hormone (JH) levels rise and 
it is then on the slippery slope to death.  

Our winter bees do not make this transition at 3 weeks, but continue in their physiologically young state until 
the spring, when they kick-start the massive colony growth which precedes the swarming season.  

So, how do they prepare for this lifestyle? All newly-hatched workers eat nectar/honey and large quantities of 
bee bread, which is stored, fermented pollen. The honey provides the carbohydrate in the diet but the pollen 
contains large amounts of protein plus some fat, minerals and vitamins, and is used to manufacture brood food 
in the mandibular and hypopharyngeal glands of these young bees so that they can feed larvae.  

Young winter bees also consume large quantities of bee bread but they do not use it immediately. Instead, 
much of it is stored in their fat bodies. These are important as substances, including enzymes and other pro-
teins. They are spread throughout the body of the bee, principally in the roof and on the floor of the abdomen 
where they appear as masses of white cells. Well fed, winter bees have abundant fat bodies.  

One of the principal stored proteins is vitellogenin, and quantities of this are also stored in the hypopharyngeal 
glands, which remain plump. In the spring, as new larvae need food, all this stored protein is converted into 
brood food. With their protein reserves depleted, our winter bees become foragers, the aging process starts 
and they die.  
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What goes wrong? Disease is the biggest problem. Varroa has been shown to change the physiology of the win-
ter bees so that they do not store adequate protein, but the main effect of all adult bee diseases is to shorten 
the life of the infected bee. Varroa, Deformed Wing Virus (DWV) and Nosema, our 3 main culprits, can have a 
devastating effect on the colony, killing many of the winter bees before the spring bees can build up sufficient 
numbers to take over. This leads to the classic situation of colony deaths in February and March. Colonies can 
also die at this time of year if they run out honey stores, as the increasing population of young bees in the col-
ony puts greater demands on the available stores.  

This is all of practical importance to us as beekeepers. The winter bees must be protected by ensuring that they 
do not suffer from high levels of Varroa during their development. This means treating early, as soon as the 
honey crop can be removed in August, if Varroa numbers have not been controlled by husbandry means during 
the active season.  

It may present particular problems for those taking bees to the heather, as any treatment applied after the re-
turn of these colonies will be too late to be effective. They need to go on their travels with low Varroa counts. 
Controlling Varroa to keep it below the 1000 mites/colony level will also control the viruses, particularly DWV.  

Nosema has to be monitored and controlled during the spring/summer by testing the colonies and getting them 
onto new comb if necessary. There is no chemical treatment available. Progress can be made by breeding from 
colonies not showing the disease and removing those queens which are susceptible.  

Finally, and very importantly, colonies need good supplies of pollen during the later part of the summer so 
should be sited where sources are available (the use of pollen supplements or substitutes is debatable). There is 
of course, no excuse for colonies dying of starvation and every effort should be made to supplement stores of 
honey if necessary in September.  

 

 Another absorbing article that comes courtesy of Celia Davis and Warwickshire BKA via eBees - many thanks to 
all concerned. (Ed.) 

BOBõS BEELINES FOR NOVEMBER 
 

¶ Our bees have still been out and about  bringing in pollen al-
though the recent cold nights are slowing them down now. 

¶ It's time to put your mouse guards on and tie down the hive 
roof - or, as I do, put a brick on top. 

¶ You may see one or two dead bees on the alighting board - 
probably old bees the workers have carried out. This is a natural 
process so don't worry.  

¶ If you can pick up a few of the dead bees, check them for varroa 
damage e.g. damaged wings, tongues sticking out. 

¶ Also, check the tray for dead varroa mites and wax moth frass. 
 
 ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿ, 
 
 Bob and Kath Cross 
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ADVERTISEMENTS & NOTICES  
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BBKA - Vacancy for a Minute Secretary  
Honoraria £1,500 per annum 

To attend all Executive Committee meetings (of which there are six pa), the Fo-
rum//ƘŀƛǊƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ, the Annual Delegates Meeting and any occasional Special Ex-
ecutive meetings (of which I believe there have only been 2 in the last 4 years).  To 
record notes of these meetings so as to be able to create minutes of the meetings 
which record any significant discussion and decisions which are made. 

All these meetings, normally take place on a Saturday starting at 9.30 am and fin-
ishing around 4 pm with lunch being provided. 

Please contact Leigh Sidaway, General manager of BBKA to discuss further : tel. 

02476 696679 or email Leigh.Sidaway@bbka.org.uk 

I think this should 
ǊŜŀŘ ά±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

Minuting {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅέ - 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ?!! (Ed.) 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
bee-related - I just 

like it. (Ed.) 

mailto:Leigh.Sidaway@bbka.org.uk


  

  

  

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE NEWSLETTER  
  

Items for the Newsletter should be sent to the Editor - Chris Stowell, Clayfoot Farm, Linley Green Road, Whitbourne, WORCESTER, 
WR6 5RE; Tel: 01886 821088 or 07971 998991; e-mail chris.stowell1@btinternet.com The deadline for inclusion of material in any 
edition of the Buzzword is the 24th day of the preceding month unless otherwise notified. While care is taken to verify the mate-
rial published, the Editor does not accept responsibility for the accuracy of statements made by contributors or necessarily share the 
views expressed. 

ADVERTISEMENTS  

Whilst there is no charge for advertising in this newsletter, we welcome donations towards HBKA funds. Please contact Chris Stowell at 
chris.stowell1@btinternet.com  or any committee member, if you wish to advertise. Full or Associate members of HBKA only. 

 

If foul brood is suspected, contact our local RBI, Jo Schup, immediately on  
07979 119368 / email joanna.schup@apha.gsi.gov.uk   

or contact our SBI, Colin Pavey on 07775 119471/ email colin.pavey@apha.gsi.gov.uk   

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
President  Colin Pavey    colinpavey249@btinternet.com   Tel: 01989 740249 
Chairman   Mary Walter    sandmwalter@btinternet.com   Tel: 01568 614577 
Vice Chairman Debbie Smith    debbs58@tiscali.co.uk    Tel: 01544 327447 
Secretary  Chris Stowell    chris.stowell1@btinternet.com   Tel: 01886 821088 
Treasurer  John Robinson   jhrobinson104@gmail.com    Tel: 01432 265078         
Membership Sec. Lester Martin    membershipherefordshirebees@gmail.com Tel: 07802 766965 
Examinations Sec. Louise Sheppard   louisesheppard2@hotmail.com   Tel: 01568 616692 
Committee  Robert Cross    robertcross642@btinternet.com   Tel: 01886 880554 
Committee  Carol Probert    carol.probert@virgin.net    Tel: 01432 840602 
Committee  Anthea Keller Smyth   grandanpriory@waitrose.com   Tel: 01989 770075 
Committee  Andy Tatchell    andytatchell@gmail.com    Tel: 01432 850137 
Committee  Mike Healey    paulinehealey@talktalk.net     Tel: 01432 840409 
  
LAN COORDINATORS  
South LAN:   Geoff Blake    geoffblake@hotmail.co.uk       Tel: 01989 769910 
North LAN:   Mary Walter (Leominster)  sandmwalter@btinternet.com   Tel: 01568 614577 
East LAN:   Chris Stowell (Bringsty)  chris.stowell1@btinternet.com   Tel: 01886 821088 
   Marlene Hewitt (Burley Gate)  panksbridge@hotmail.co.uk    Tel: 01432 820282 

  
Newsletter Editor Chris Stowell    chris.stowell1@btinternet.com   Tel: 01886 821088 
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Bumble Bee Books  
(new and old) 

 

Ash View, Much Birch,  
HR2 8HP 

 

 

22 Bumble Bee Poster 
£3.50  

(£7.75 in tube by post) 
  

Contact John Kinross on  
01981 540907 

 
 

www.honeyshop.co.uk  
 

  

  
Hill House Apiaries 

Honey Jars 
  

All sizes from 1lb/454g to mini 
jars, always in stock, including jam 

and pickle jars 
  

Bob & Pam Mendy 
Tel: 01544 230175 
Hill House Farm 

Old Radnor 
LD8 2UN 

For all your local bee-
keeping supplies and 
equipment, contacté. 

Bob & Kath Cross 
Stone House Apiaries 

01886 880554 
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